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NEXT MEETING:   

Date:   Monday, May 17, 2010  

Time:  7:00 p.m.  

Location: Medford Public Library   
 400 N Main St 
 Medford 

Program:   Bird City Discussion –  
   Claire Romanak & Cathy Mauer 
 Bird Quiz – Connie Decker 

Refreshments: Jean Wimmer & Gayle Davis 
 Please bring your own mug for beverages. 

Also, please bring a field guide for quiz and discussions. 

 

State and national Bird City programs are just getting 
started, modeled after the Tree City program. The 
Bird City designation recognizes municipalities for 
providing a bird-friendly environment. Such 
recognition encourages policies that protect bird 
habitat and promote creation of additional habitat and 
provides opportunities for community promotion. We 
will have a discussion about the Bird Club leading 
the way for Bird City designations in our area. 

Bring your bird thinking caps for a fun quiz testing 
your knowledge of birds and their habits and habitats.  
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Here is a great opportunity to see many of the 
Birding Hotspots featured in our club’s Birding 
Hotspots of Northcentral Wisconsin booklet – and 
leave the driving to someone else. 

The Friends of Downtown (Medford) and the Taylor 
County Tourism Committee are sponsoring a bus tour 
to Birding Hotspots in Taylor County. Several club 
members will serve as guides. Starting from Medford 
at 9:00 a.m., we will visit Diamond Lake to see the 
Bluebird Trail, take a brief stop at Chequamegon 
Waters (Miller Dam), and visit several sites in 
Pershing State Wildlife Area. After lunch (included) 
and a walk at Mondeaux, we will visit the Rib Lake 
area and stop at Gerstberger Pines, an old-growth 
forest south of Rib Lake, before returning to Medford 
about 4:30 p.m. 

If you want to make a full day of it, the Friends of 
Downtown will be holding a brat fry along with a 
farmers market and craft vendors into the evening 
hours. At 5:30 p.m. a slide presentation will feature a 
few areas where “our” birds live in the winter - 
Texas, Costa Rica, and Ecuador. We will also take an 
evening stroll along the Millpond and Riverwalk.  

Cost of the tour, including lunch, is $20. Please 
contact the Medford Chamber of Commerce at 715-
748-4729 for registration information. Registration is 
requested by June 14. 

FIELD TRIP – Sandhill Wildlife Area                      Sunday, May 16, 2010 – 5:30 a.m.  

Meet at Cenex Station at Dorchester, corner of State Highw ay 13 and Dorchester County Rd A, to 
carpool. Call Gayle (715-229-2022)  if you are going or if you have questions. 
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The eastern Yellow-rumped Warblers, (Yellow-
rumps), have white throats and used to be called 
Myrtle Warblers. The western Yellow-rumps have 
yellow throats and were called Audubon Warblers 
before being lumped together with the Myrtles as one 
species. 

Yellow-rumps are especially interesting because 
evolution has handed them some advantages over 
other warblers that allow them to migrate earlier in 
spring and later in fall and to over-winter farther 
north. The unique features they have evolved are 
longer intestines and special enzymes that allow them 
to digest the wax that coats many berries. The wax is 
a good energy source and the berries provide food for 
them before the arrival of most other warblers that 
depend on insects. 

Yellow-rumps are the most generalized and 
opportunistic of all our insectivorous birds. They 
breed in a wider range of habitats, including both 
young and old coniferous and coniferous-deciduous 
forests and have been found to feed in a more diverse 
vertical section of trees. They often raise two broods 
a year. They are a common cowbird host, but the 
female may bury the cowbird eggs in the bottom of 
the nest. Another interesting feature they exhibit is 
skimming the water like swallows to pick off insects.  
Maybe all this adds up to why they are the first 
warbler we expect to see in spring and our most 
common warbler. 
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·  Yellow-rumps are sometimes called “butter-
butts”. 

·  The Myrtle Warbler name is based on its eating 
wax-myrtle berries. 

·  The Wisconsin Glacier is thought to have been 
the main force that separated the Audubon 
Warbler from the Myrtle Warbler. 

·  “They have been observed drinking nectar from 
red maple blossoms as well as searching for 
aquatic invertebrates by the ocean's edge.”  
(Smithsonian Migratory Bird webpage) 

Smithsonian Photo 

In May we will be adding a new meeting feature to 
help all of us with our bird identification skills. Each 
month we will look at one or two birds and discuss 
how to identify them, including both by sight and by 
sound. 

Please bring a field guide to use during the bird i.d. 
We will also have additional field guides available.  

If you have a bird that you have trouble identifying, 
please ask about it and we can add it to our 
discussion. Everyone gets stumped with bird i.d. on 
occasion and most of us have pointed out a ‘hawk’ to 
our friends only to have it turn out to be a crow. I’ve 
looked through binoculars multiple times at the same 
‘grouse’ sitting in one of our oaks. Each time I say 
“Dang, that clump of leaves.”   

Many of you have heard me complain about my bird 
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song tone deafness. But even I am finally learning a 
few songs. This past weekend I was able to identify a 
Black-and-white Warbler by its song. There’s hope. 

US Fish & Wildlife photo 
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Checklist observers: Rhoda Barber, Charlotte Bolz, Gayle Davis, Connie Decker, Ken Luepke,  
Cathy Mauer, Gordy Ruesch, Doug and Willa Pledger, Claire Romanak, Larry Ruhde, Cam Scott, and Jon Zellmer 

Total Number of Species Observed this month is: 136 

 (Note: Only observers for rare or unusual sightings are listed.) 
·  Cackling Goose (Decker/Luepke), Greater White-fronted Goose (Multiple observers), Snow Goose, Canada Goose, 

Mute Swan (Ruhde), Trumpeter Swan (Multiple observers), Tundra Swan, Wood Duck, Gadwall, American Wigeon, 
American Black Duck, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, Northern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Green-winged Teal, 
Canvasback , Redhead , Ring-necked Duck, Greater Scaup (Luepke/Mauer/Ruhde), Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, 
Common Goldeneye, Hooded Merganser, Common Merganser, Red-breasted Merganser, Ruddy Duck 

·  Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Sharp-tailed Grouse (Mauer/Ruesch), Greater Prairie-Chicken (Luepke/Ruhde), 
Wild Turkey 

·  Common Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe, Eared Grebe * (Decker/Luepke) 
·  American White Pelican (Multiple observers), Double-crested Cormorant 
·  American Bittern, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret  
·  Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, 

Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, American Kestrel, Merlin (Pledger), Peregrine Falcon 
(Luepke/Zellmer) 

·  Virginia Rail, Sora, American Coot, Sandhill Crane, Whooping Crane (Multiple observers), Killdeer 
·  Greater Yellowlegs, Pectoral Sandpiper (Ruhde (early)), Wilson's Snipe, American Woodcock 
·  Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Rock Pigeon, Eur. Collared-Dove ** (Luepke), Mourning Dove 
·  Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl, Short-eared Owl (Multiple observers), Northern Saw-whet Owl (Multiple observers) 
·  Belted Kingfisher 
·  Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy 

Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker 
·  Eastern Phoebe 
·  Northern Shrike 
·  Blue Jay, American Crow, Common Raven 
·  Horned Lark, Purple Martin, Tree Swallow 
·  Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper 
·  House Wren, Winter Wren, Marsh Wren (Pledger (very early)) 
·  Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet 
·  Eastern Bluebird, Hermit Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird (Ruhde (early)), Brown Thrasher, European Starling, 

American Pipit (Ruhde), Cedar Waxwing 
·  Yellow-rumped Warbler, Pine Warbler 
·  Scarlet Tanager (Pledger (unseasonably early)) 
·  Eastern Towhee, American Tree Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Savannah Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Song 

Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow (Pledger (very early)), Dark-eyed Junco 
·  Lapland Longspur, Snow Bunting, Northern Cardinal 
·  Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Rusty Blackbird, 

Brewer's Blackbird, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird 
·  Purple Finch, House Finch, Pine Siskin (Multiple observers), American Goldfinch, House Sparrow  
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Editor, Che quamegon Chirps  
N4416 Crane Dr 
Medford WI  54451-9376 
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President – Claire Romanak 

Vice-president – Connie Decker 

Secretary – Gayle Davis 

Treasurer – Cam Scott 

Other Club Contacts 

Web site:   www.chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Email:   info@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Newsletter Email:   newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Bird sightings:  Connie Decker 
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·  Full (Flower) moon – May 27 

·  Sandhill chicks hatching 

·  Orioles return – put out orange halves and 
grape jelly to attract them to feeders 

·  Common loons begin nesting 

·  Nighthawks arrive 

·  Veeries singing 

·  Fireflies can be seen on warmer evenings 

·  Woodcock young hatch 

·  Fawns are born 

·  Ruffed grouse chicks hatch 

·  Monarch butterflies return 

·  Gaylord Nelson’s birthday June 4  

«FIRST_NAME» «LAST_NAME» 
«STREET_ADDRESS» 
«CITY» «STATE»  «ZIP_CODE» 

American Birding Association Photo Quiz 
www.aba.org/photoquiz 

The Photo Quiz features a new photo each month. 
The photos usually show birds from unusual angles, 
partially obscured, or in unexpected positions. Some 
of the photos would fit the category of “that photo is 
a dud”. The current month’s photo just shows the 
photo. If you check the past quizzes, you will find the 
identification and an explanation of how that bird can 
be identified in the setting shown. There are 86 
quizzes available. 

Also check out other parts of the ABA website, 
including the Birder’s Exchange which provides 
equipment and educational materials for scientific 
work in Central America, South America, and the 
Caribbean. The Young Birders section offers links 
and information for younger birders.  
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