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NEXT MEETING: 

Date:   Monday, March 16, 2009  

Time:   7:00 p.m. 

Location: Medford Public Library 

Program:  Birds of Senegal 
Doug Pledger 

Refreshments:    Connie Decker, Cam Scott  

 
Please bring your own mug for beverages. 

INSIDE 
Sightings Report ............................................p. 2 
Bird Reports...................................................p. 3 
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Spring is less than two weeks away, and many of us 
are still in the midst of planning our vegetable and 
flower gardens. It is also not too late to plan 
improvements in bird habitat around our properties. 
The first step is to look at what you have. Do you 
have the basics – food, water, cover, nesting sites? 
How can you supply what is missing? 
Birds evolved to use what nature offered. 
Unfortunately, many of our activities have disrupted 
nature’s offerings, and in many yards native plants 
have been replaced by exotics. While birdhouses and 
feeders can help meet some needs, healthy natural 
habitats are essential for the long-term viability of 
our bird populations. 
Native plants can provide food in the form of fruit, 
seeds, insects, and nectar, as well as cover and 
nesting sites. Birds often use selected niches within a 
habitat. Planting trees, shrubs, and other plants that 
form multiple layers increases the habitat diversity 
and therefore the diversity of birds.  
If you don’t have a natural water source, a simple 
birdbath, kept clean and filled, can fill that need. 
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March 28, 8:30 p.m. – Earth Hour, turn off lights for 1 
hour, Everywhere in the world 

Sponsored by the World Wildlife Fund “to create 
political momentum for enacting national climate 
legislation and a global climate treaty, to educate 
and raise awareness about the climate crisis and 
offer ideas and solutions that people can merge 
into their daily lives, and to unify people's voices 
from around the world who are demanding action 
form our elected officials to solve the climate 
crisis.”   

Encourage your friends and communities. Go to 
www.earthhourus.org 

April 4 – Land Stewardship Conference, Rib Lake 

April 17-19 – Central Wisconsin Prairie Chicken 
Festival, Bancroft, Rudolph, Milladore, 
Wisconsin Rapids, Nekoosa 

April 22 – Earth Day 

May 3 – International Dawn Chorus Day 

May 29 – Youth Conservation Day, Medford 

May 8-10 – Horicon Marsh Bird Festival 

May 21-24 – Wisconsin Society for Ornithology 
Annual Convention, Siren 

June 5-7 – Nicolet National Forest Bird Survey, 
Wabeno area 

 

If you haven’t paid your 2009 dues, this 
will be your last issue of the Chirps. 
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This is the fifth annual report for the CBC checklist 
project. Nineteen club members submitted at least 
one monthly report for the 2008 CBC year 
(December Meeting 2007 – December Meeting 
2008).   
   For the second year in a row, a new high species 
total was set. The 260 species reported during this 
year is even more impressive when you consider the 
extremely high cost of fuel during the spring and 
summer. Previous year’s totals starting in 2004 were 
253, 246, 248, and 256. 
   There were seven species listed as rare (eight or 
fewer yearly records) according to Wisconsin Society 
for Ornithology (WSO) protocol. They were as 
follows: Ross’s Goose (Luepke), Cackling Goose 
(Luepke, Scott), Snowy Egret (Decker, Luepke),  
American Avocet (Ruhde), Parasitic Jaeger 
(Decker, Luepke, Romanak, Ruesch), Townsend’s 
Solitaire (Decker, Luepke, Romanak), and Northern 
Mockingbird  (Ruhde). 
   There were also seven species listed as casual (one 
record every three to five years). They were 
Pomarine Jaeger in Douglas Co. (Decker, Luepke,  
Romanak, Ruesch), Barn Owl in Wood Co. (Decker, 
Luepke, Mauer, Romanak, Scotts), Chuck-will’s  
widow in Jackson Co. (Decker, Luepke, Mauer, 
Ruesch, Scotts) , American Three-toed 
Woodpecker in Taylor County (Pledgers), 
Kirtland’s Warbler  in Adams Co. (Ruhde), Blue 
Grosbeak in southern Wisconsin (Ruhde), and 
Hoary Redpoll in Marathon County (Romanak). 

   One additional species was reported that is not on 
the WSO list yet.  That species is the Whooping 
Crane (Decker, Luepke, Ruhde, Mauer, Ruesch, 
Scotts, Romanak). 
   Other highlights were reports of all three 
goatsuckers, twenty-nine warblers, nineteen 
sparrows, all eleven blackbirds, and all of the ten 
finches. Some other good numbers were thirty 
species of waterfowl (including twenty-two ducks), 
fourteen species of diurnal raptors, and twenty-six 
species of shorebirds (including four Plovers). 
    Groups with low totals were owls with only six 
species and gulls with only three species. 
    Normally reported species that were missed were 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo and both the Long-eared and 
Short-eared Owl. 
   We are hoping more members will consider taking 
the time to participate in the checklist project.  The 
only requirements are that the birds were seen in 
Wisconsin and were seen by a club member.  Second 
hand reports are not acceptable.  As always you can 
turn in your lists at the monthly meetings or mail 
them to Connie within a couple days after the 
meeting. Blank checklists are available at the 
meetings as well as on the CBC website 
(www.chequamegonbirdclub.org) 
    Thanks to all who participated this past year and 
wishing all a great birding year in 2009. 
 
The checklist committee: 
Ken Luepke 
Connie Decker 
Greg Scott 
 

Pomarine Jaeger 
Louis Agassiz Fuertes 

Barn Owl 
Louis Agassiz Fuertes 
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This annual conference features twenty-two different 
presentations, with a wide range of information about 
being a wise land steward. Noel Cutright will discuss 
birds of northern Wisconsin, including ideas on 
improving habitat. Noel spoke about the Wisconsin 
Breeding Bird Atlas at our annual banquet in 2007. 
He was an editor of the Atlas and is a past president 
of the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology.  
Scott Craven, Extension Wildlife Specialist, 
Professor of Wildlife Ecology, and regular guest on 
Wisconsin Public Radio, will open the conference 
with a keynote presentation that places wildlife into 
the larger land stewardship picture. Scott will also do 
a session about nuisance wildlife. 
Other sessions will cover phenology (nature’s 
calendar), wild canines and other mammals of 
Wisconsin, forest ecology and deer, soils, forest 
health and management, timber marketing, women 
outdoors, land trusts, carbon credits, ponds, aquatic 
invasives, shoreland landscaping, legal issues, and an 
energy efficient hunting shack. There will also be a 
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Checklist observers: Connie Decker , Hildegard and Loretta Kuse , Ken Luepke , Cathy Mauer , 
Gordy Ruesch , Doug and Willa Pledger , Claire Romanak , and Greg and Cam 
Scott 
 
Total Number of Species Observed this month is: 49 

·  Canada Goose, American Black Duck, Mallard 
·  Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Greater Prairie-Chicken (Luepke), Wild Turkey 
·  Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier (Decker/Luepke), Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Northern Goshawk (Scott), 

Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, American Kestrel 
·  Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove 
·  Great Horned Owl, Snowy Owl (Decker/Luepke), Barred Owl 
·  Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Pileated Woodpecker 
·  Northern Shrike, Blue Jay, American Crow, Common Raven, 
·  Horned Lark, Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse (Decker /  Luepke), Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted 

Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Golden-crowned Kinglet 
·  American Robin, European Starling, Cedar Waxwing, 
·  American Tree Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Snow Bunting, Northern Cardinal 
·  Purple Finch, House Finch, White-winged Crossbill (Decker/Luepke), Common Redpoll, Pine Siskin, American 

Goldfinch, House Sparrow 

 

 

F u n d r a i s e r  
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$14.00 for 50# 
(tax exempt) 

 
Compare & save – remember that most stores are 
now selling sunflower seed in 40# bags 
 

�  locally grown 
�  order for friends & relatives 
�  pick up at March Bird Club meeting 

 

Call Connie by Monday noon to order. 
 654- 5819 

 
Bird Club makes $2/bag. 

hand-on session on grafting trees. 
The early-bird registration fee (postmarked by March 
13) is $30, which includes lunch and handout 
materials. The regular fee is $40. For more 
information or a brochure, contact Cathy Mauer at 
748-1469. On-line registration is available at 
www.uwex.edu/ces/cty/price 
. 
The Club will be having a display at the conference.  
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·  Full moon – April 9 

·  Red fox pups are born 

·  Killdeer and eastern meadowlark arrive 

·  Frogs emerge 

·  Woodcocks arrive and start peenting 

·  Vernal equinox – March 20 

·  Phoebes and thrushes arrive 

·  Ruffed grouse begin drumming 

·  Black bears leave dens 

Editor, Chequamegon Chirps  
N4416 Crane Dr. 
Medford WI  54451-9376 
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President – Claire Romanak 

Vice-president – Connie Decker 

Secretary – Hildegard Kuse 

Treasurer – Cam Scott 

Other Club Contacts 

Web site:   www.chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Email:   info@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Newsletter Email:   newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Bird sightings:  Connie Decker 

«NAME» 
«OTHER» 
«ADDRESS_2» 
«CITY_STATE_ZIP» 

RememBird  

This interesting device is a digital audio recorder that 
attaches to your binoculars and allows you to record 
your observations, record a bird’s call, or listen to 
pre-recorded songs from plug-in memory cards. The 
basic model includes two built-in microphones, one 
for your observations and one for recording birds. 
Another model has a jack for an external microphone 
but does not include the built-in bird recording 
microphone. The company is planning a new model 
that will feature both that built-in mike and the jack. 
The Remembird received a good review on the 
Wildlife Sound Recording Society website.  

The price of the basic model is about $200-$250; 
the bird song card is about $35-$50. For more 
information check out their website:  
www.remembird.com 
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