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NEXT MEETING:
Date: Monday, June 16, 2008

Time: 4:30 p.m. Meet at Cherokee Park to
carpool for pre-picnic field trip.

6:30 p.m. Dinner

Location: Cherokee County Park
See map at right.
Program: Picnic Ix

Food: Bring a dish to share
Also bring beverage, plate, cup,
utensils, and a chair if you wish
seating other than the picnic tables.

I would first like to thank all of you for makjnme
feel so welcome both as a member, and then as the
new president of the Chequamegon Bird Club. | also
want to thank Gayle Davis for her support and help
as | learn the ins and outs of this position. Asyn
of you already know, | relocated to the Town of
Halsey last July. Prior to that, I lived, workeohd
birded mostly in southeastern Wisconsin. My wish
was to retire early and become more involved in
birding and conservation by doing volunteer wokk.
have been very fortunate that this wish has bea@me
reality for me.

In addition to volunteering with the CBC, | ats@
the Marathon County coordinator for the Bluebird
Restoration Association of Wisconsin. | am
monitoring a 30 box bluebird trail and have been
nominated to sit on their Board of Directors. | am
also a member of the Wisconsin Society of
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Ornithology and have participated in many fielggri
that they sponsor. | like to travel, and haveratésl
birding festivals in California, Texas, Arizona,
Michigan, and lllinois. | have also traveled to
Mexico, Costa Rica, and Ecuador with birding
groups. | am looking forward to exploring more of
this part of the state and have already been taken
McMillan Marsh and Pershing Wildlife Area by club
members — a couple of excellent birding spots.

| am very excited about this new phase of ngy lif
and | look forward to a long association with thel b
club. I know that there’s a lot of history heraldn
will strive to ensure that we will continue to i
and be an advocate for the birds.

Good Birding!
Claire



by Claire Romanak

Several members of the Chequamegon Bird Club
volunteered to staff a booth at the first annual Taylor
County Youth Day Event sponsored by the Taylor
County Sportsmen’s Club. | think we would all agree
that this event was a resounding success and will
certainly be repeated next year. Over 200 5th grade
students from throughout Taylor County participated in
the event, which was held at the Taylor County
Fairgrounds. Our booth had lots of traffic and the 5th
graders were very interested in our exhibits. We were
able to raffle off two wood duck boxes that were
donated to us by the Sportsmen's Club and also a field
guide. The items were won by guessing the number of
sunflower seeds in a container.

Doug and Willa Pledger had an owl pellet display that
got lots of attention as the participants were able to pull
pellets apart and see what the owl had been eating.
Pledgers also made a display on how put a baffle on a
feeder to keep squirrels out. Larry Ruhde brought field
cards that had an animal's track on one side and the
corresponding name on the other. There was a lot of
competition to see who could identify the tracks
correctly. Greg Scott donated a display consisting of
pictures of different bird nests. | had a display showing
how to attract different birds by supplying nesting sites.

We had bird calls playing throughout the day, and we
all heard bird-related questions and/or sharing of a
special bird sighting or behavior. | think there were
future bird club members and perhaps a few budding
ornithologists in the group!

Thanks to Connie Decker for coordinating our display.

by Gayle Davis

That is the question! And it is a question frequently
raised regarding the ability of birds to smell, brought u
particularly this time of year when nestlings come 'a
tumblin' from their place of safety. For generations we
have been told that once touched by human hands, the
parent birds will no longer accept their young due to the
scent of humans on them, and therefore one mustn't
return the baby bird to the nest. | hope to dispel that
myth with information | have gathered from various
resources.

| often find the text book | used in Ornithology class to
be quite illuminating. In the chapter “Sense of Smell” in
The Life of Birds, written by Joel Carl Welty, it states:

“As the small olfactory lobes of the brain indicate, the
sense of smell is relatively unimportant to a bird. One
need only imagine a winged bloodhound trying to
follow a scent-trail in mid-air to realize in part why this
is so...most volatile substances that stimulate the sense
of smell produce heavy gases which quickly sink to the
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ground, where they can play almost no role in the
orientation of a flying bird. It is significant in this
connection that birds such as the kiwis, ducks, and
snipe, which have relatively well developed olfactory
lobes and nerves, are ground-dwelling species.”

Welty goes on to explain the two large openings, or
nasal ducts, on a bird's upper beak eventually connect to
the mouth cavity of a bird. The first two chambers of

the typical nasal duct function to moisten, warm, and
clean the air the bird breathes, and not until odor arrives
at the mouth in the third chamber do most smell it.
“Thus, a bird is able to test food by smelling it while it

is held in the mouth. Some falcons and owls that eat
only fresh meat may pick up tainted meat, but will
quickly throw it away after holding it in the beak a
moment ...." “Experimental studies indicate that the

kiwi finds its underground prey (largely earthworms) by
smelling them .... Various species of albatrosses, skuas,

Continued on p. 4



Checklist observerssayle Davis, Connie Decker , Margaret and Clem Heindl , DennisLarson,

(April — May 2008)

Ken Luepke, Cathy Mauer , Doug and Willa Pledger , Claire Romanak , Larry Ruhde, Greg and Cam Scott

Total Number of Species Observed this month is: 210

Snow Goose, Canada Goose, Mute Swan (Ruhde), Ttanfe&an (Davis / Ruhde/ Scott), Tundra Swan, Woaodk,
Gadwall, American Wigeon, Mallard, Blue-winged T,d@dbrthern Shoveler, Northern Pintail, Green-wingeal,
Redhead, Ring-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Buffleh¢aoded Merganser, Common Merganser, Ruddy Duck
Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Greater &@fricken, Wild Turkey, Northern Bobwhite (LuepkBuhde)
Common Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe, Retked Grebe (Decker / Luepke),

American White Pelican, Double-crested Cormoramhefican Bittern, Least Bittern (Multiple observeiGyeat Blue
Heron, Great Egret, Snowy Egret * (Decker / Lugpreen Heron

Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Northern Harrigharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Red-shouttlilisavk
(Davis / Pledger / Scott), Broad-winged Hawk, Raitetl Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk, American Kestrel

Virginia Rail, Sora, American Coot, Common Moori{&uhde), Sandhill Crane, Whooping Crane (Multiptse@rvers),
Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, American Avocet (Re)) Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Sajitdandpiper,
Willet (Luepke), Spotted Sandpiper, Upland Sandp(pteindl / Ruhde), Semipalmated Sandpiper, Leastfiper,
Dunlin, Short-billed Dowitcher, Long-billed Dowitelh, Wilson's Snipe, American Woodcock, Wilson's|Rtupe
Bonaparte's Gull, Ring-billed Gull, CaspianTernn@oon Tern, Forster's Tern, Black Tern

Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, Black-billed Cuckoo

Barn Owl ** (Multiple observers), Great Horned OWlarred Owl, Northern Saw-whet Owl (Romanak)

Common Nighthawk, Whip-poor-will, Chimney Swift, Byrthroated Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher

Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied WoodpeckerpWetlellied Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Waoatker,
Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker

Olive-sided Flycatcher, Eastern Wood-Pewee, AcaBlgcatcher, Alder Flycatcher, Willow Flycatcheedst Flycatcher,
Eastern Phoebe, Great Creasted Flycatcher, Ed&teghird

Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Warbliigeo, Philadelphia Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo

Blue Jay, American Crow, Common Raven, Horned Lark

Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-wingasallow, Bank Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Barn Swallow
Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse (RuhdeottgdRed-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthd&@oown
Creeper

House Wren, Winter Wren, Sedge Wren, Marsh Wren

Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Blgeay Gnatcatcher

Eastern Bluebird, Veery, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Ssaaits Thrush, Hermit Thrush, Wood Thrush, Amerieaiin
Gray Catbird, Northern Mockingbird * (Ruhde), Browhrasher, European Starling

Blue-winged Warbler, Golden-winged Warbler, Tenees#/arbler, Orange-crowned Warbler, Nashville Wextbl
Northern Parula Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Chestrided Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Cape May Warblee]l¥w-
rumped Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Btarkian Warbler, Pine Warbler, Palm Warbler, Bagdsted
Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Blaokd White Warbler, American Redstart, ProthonoYgrbler,
Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Mourning Warbleon@non Yellowthroat, Wilson's Warbler, Canada WarBzarlet
Tanager

Eastern Towhee, American Tree Sparrow, Chippingr8pa Clay-colored Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Vesppargow,
Savannah Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Henslowisd®p(Ruhde), Fox Sparrow, Song Sparrow, Lincdiparrow,
Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Harris'si®pa(Luepke), White-crowned Sparrow, Dark-eyedciun
Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Blusligak ** (Ruhde), Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel (Lans@xtremely
early))

Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlafk]low-headed Blackbird, Rusty Blackbird, Brewdslgckbird,
Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Northern [@rio

Purple Finch, House Finch, Red Crosshill (Hein@dmmon Redpoll (Heindl (late)), Pine Siskin, AmaricGoldfinch,
Evening Grosbeak (Multiple observers), House Sparro



i
P

Editor, Chequamegon Chirps N
N4416 Crane Dr.
Medford WI 54451-9376

«NAME>»
«ADDRESS»
«CITY_STATE_ZIP»

1 HHESN HH&
President — Claire Romanak
Vice-president — Connie Decker
Secretary — Hildegard Kuse
Treasurer — Cam Scott
Other Club Contacts
Web site: www.chequamegonbirdclub.org
Email: info@chequamegonbirdclub.org
Newsletter Email: newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org
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Smell (cont. from p. 2)

and petrels in Antarctic regions strongly suggest that
these sea birds can detect meat, blood, and fat ... spread
on the surface of the sea, by their sense of smell.”

“Most studies, however, attribute a very poor sense of
smell to birds. Ever since Darwin's and Audubon's
famous (if unconclusive) experiments indicated that
vultures were unable to find decaying meat by sense of
smell alone, similar experiments have usually shown
similar results... Vogt (1941) placed two slaughtered
sheep 400 meters apart on a sterile desert near the coast
of Peru. One carcass was left exposed while the other
was loosely covered with a single layer of gunny sacks.
Within one hour vultures and condors gathered about
the exposed sheep, and they fed on it during the next
few days. Although the blood seeped through the burlap
of the covered carcass and it smelled strongly, the birds
ignored it completely.” As to our own Turkey Vulture

in the U.S., Sam Fried stated the following: “The
species most commonly accepted to have excellent
olfaction and which relies on it to locate food is the
turkey vulture. Studies have shown that turkey vultures,
which have very large olfactory lobes and nasal
openings, could readily locate carrion, no matter how
well it was hidden, if they could detect the odor. On the

other hand, the similar black vulture and California
condor, both also strictly carrion eaters, rely almost
completely on sight to locate their food. Frequently,
these latter two vulture species will follow flocks of
turkey vultures to a source of food they cannot see, but
which their cousins have located by their superior sense
of smell.”

| browsed numerous websites on the internet and while
there is a certain degree of controversy on the ability of
some particular species to smell, or use their ability to
smell, it seems generally agreed upon that Kiwis,
Turkey Vultures, pelagic species, and some waterfowl
and shorebirds use smell to a greater degree than other
species. Songbirds are not mentioned in any article or
book other than to say in general that the sense of smell
in MOST birds is not highly developed. Subsequently,
one can feel assured replacing a nestling into the nest of
a songbird will not result in the nestling being thrown
out, pecked to death, or in any way rejected by the
parent birds just by virtue of it having been touched by
human hands. Studies on the olfactory senses of birds
continue, and like all of the amazing and dazzling
aspects of birds, this part of the life of birds will
fascinate us for years to come!



