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backyard or 1,000 miles from home. Were you 
intently looking for a bird hidden in the leaves when 
you discovered a hornet nest inches from your head? 
Were you trying to get a better look at a loon and you 
fell in the lake? Were you picking berries and found 
an Indigo Bunting nest? Maybe you followed the 
sound of a thrush singing and came upon a lovely 
place in the woods that you had never noticed before. 

Plan on sharing your favorite birding adventures and 
stories at the July meeting. 

 

NEXT MEETING:   

Date:   Monday, July 19, 2010  

Time:  7:00 p.m.  

Location: Medford Public Library   
 400 N Main St 
 Medford 

Program:   Stories of Birding Adventures – 
Near and Far 

   Everyone 

Refreshments: Rhoda Barber 

 Please bring your own mug for beverages. 

  

Northern Goshawk young on nest 

Great Blue Heron rookery

Share your adventures and misadventures when you 
were out and about looking for birds – whether you 
got lost, fell through a bog, had an unexpected 
sighting, or found a new special place. Your 
adventure might have happened in your own 

Birding Adventures –  
Near and Far 

Great Blue Heron 
      

BRING YOUR 
FIELD GUIDE(S) 

FOR 
DISCUSSION 

Cathy Mauer photos 
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They Fly, Too – Bats in Trouble 

Bats in the eastern part of the U.S. have declined 
dramatically due to White-nose Syndrome (WNS). 
According to leading scientists, this is the most 
“precipitous decline of North American wildlife in 
recorded history.” This fungal disease of hibernating 
bats appears to be moving westward, though it has 
not yet been found in Wisconsin. WNS may 
eventually cause extinction of some bat species along 
with continued decline in populations. The economic 
impact would likely be huge, since bats prey on 
forest, agricultural, and garden pests as well as 
mosquitoes.  

Wisconsin DNR has started a summer bat monitoring 
program to establish baseline data on bats, determine 
the impact of WNS on affected bat populations, and 
better understand the symptoms and possible 
transmission in summer populations. Wisconsin DNR 
is working in cooperation with other agencies and 

organizations throughout the state and country to 
coordinate efforts. Groups, families, organizations, 
landowners, and other individuals are needed to help 
with the Wisconsin Bat Monitoring Program. In 
addition to identifying the location of bat colonies, 
volunteers do emergence counts and acoustic bat 
surveys. Specific protocols need to be followed when 
doing the counts, but it is quite simple and straight-
forward, basically counting bats as they emerge from 
their roosting sites in the evening. You can 
participate on several levels – from identifying sites, 
counting once during the summer, or counting 
several times. For more information and data forms, 
contact John Paul White (WDNR) 

Little Brown Bat (left and below). 
Big Brown Bat (above) 

[John.White@Wisconsin.gov or 608-267-0813] or 
Heather Kaarakka 
[Heather.Kaarakka@Wisconsin.gov]. You can find 
more information on-line at 
http://wiatri.net/inventory/bats. You may also contact 
me (Cathy Mauer 748-3160) if you prefer a local 
contact for very basic information. 

 

Eight species of bats occur in Wisconsin, with 
two additional species possible. The most 
common are the little brown bat and the big 
brown bat. 
 
White-nosed Syndrome has caused the death of 
approximately 1 million bats over the past three 
years. That makes about 694,456 tons of 
insects not eaten. 
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Bird Reports (May – June 2010) 
 
Checklist observers: Gayle Davis, Connie Decker, Ken Luepke, Cathy Mauer, Doug and Willa Pledger, 
 Claire Romanak, Larry Ruhde, and Jon Zellmer  
 
Total Number of Species Observed this month is: 192 
(Note: Only observers for rare or unusual sitings are listed below.) 
 
• Canada Goose, Mute Swan (Ruhde), Trumpeter Swan, Tundra Swan (Decker/Luepke (very late)), Wood Duck, 

Gadwall, American Black Duck, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal , Northern Shoveler , Green-winged Teal , Canvasback , 
Redhead , Ring-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Hooded Merganser, Common Merganser, Red-breasted Merganser, Ruddy 
Duck 

• Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Greater Prairie-Chicken (Luepke ), Wild Turkey 
• Common Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe, Eared Grebe * (Luepke), American White Pelican, Double-crested 

Cormorant 
• American Bittern, Least Bittern (Decker/Luepke/Zellmer), Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, Green Heron, Black-

Crowned Night Heron (Luepke/Zellmer), Glossy Ibis ** (Luepke/Zellmer), White-faced Ibis ** (Luepke/Zellmer) 
• Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Broad-winged Hawk, 

Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel 
• Virginia Rail, Sora, American Coot, Common Moorhen (Luepke / Zellmer), Sandhill Crane, Whooping Crane 

(Luepke/Zellmer), Black-bellied Plover, Semipalmated Plover, Killdeer, Black-necked Stilt ** (Luepke/Zellmer), 
Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Solitary Sandpiper, Spotted Sandpiper, Upland Sandpiper 
(Decker/Luepke/Ruhde), Ruddy Turnstone (Ruhde), Semipalmated Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, White-rumped 
Sandpiper, Baird's Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Dunlin, Short-billed Dowitcher, Wilson's Snipe, American 
Woodcock, Wilson's Phalarope 

• Ring-billed Gull, Caspian Tern (Ruhde), Common Tern (Ruhde), Forster's Tern, Black Tern 
• Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove 
• Black-billed Cuckoo, Yellow-billed Cuckoo 
• Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl 
• Common Nighthawk, Whip-poor-will, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher 
• Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy 

Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker 
• Olive-sided Flycatcher, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (Luepke), Acadian Flycatcher 

(Luepke/Zellmer), Alder Flycatcher, Willow Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher, Eastern Phoebe, Great Creasted Flycatcher, 
Eastern Kingbird 

• Bell's Vireo * (Luepke/Zellmer), Yellow-throated Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo 
• Blue Jay, American Crow, Common Raven, Horned Lark 
• Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Bank Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Barn Swallow 
• Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch 
• Carolina *Wren (Luepke), House Wren, Winter Wren, Sedge Wren, Marsh Wren 
• Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Eastern Bluebird, Veery, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Hermit Thrush, Wood Thrush, American Robin 
• Gray Catbird, Northern Mockingbird * (Luepke/Zellmer), Brown Thrasher, European Starling 
• Cedar Waxwing 
• Blue-winged Warbler, Golden-winged Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Orange-crowned Warbler, Nashville Warbler, 

Northern Parula Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, 
Black-throated Green Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Pine Warbler, Black and White  Warbler, American Redstart, 
Ovenbird, Northern Waterthrush, Louisiana Waterthrush (Luepke / Zellmer), Connecticut Warbler (Luepke), Mourning 
Warbler, Common Yellowthroat 

• Scarlet Tanager 
• Eastern Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Lark Sparrow (Luepke/Zellmer), Savannah 

Sparrow, Grasshopper Sparrow, Henslow's Sparrow (Luepke/Zellmer), Le Conte's Sparrow (Luepke), Song Sparrow, 
Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow 

• Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel 
• Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Western Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Brewer's 

Blackbird, Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, Northern Oriole 
• Purple Finch, House Finch, Pine Siskin (Mauer/Ruhde), American Goldfinch, House Sparrow 
 



 4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor, Chequamegon Chirps  
N4416 Crane Dr 
Medford WI  54451-9376 

Club Officers 2010-2011 

President – Claire Romanak 

Vice-president – Connie Decker 

Secretary – Gayle Davis 

Treasurer – Cam Scott 

Other Club Contacts 

Web site:   www.chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Email:   info@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Newsletter Email:   newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Bird sightings:  Connie Decker 

July – August Outdoors 
• Full moon – July 26 

• Purple martins begin gathering 

• Deer antlers near peak size 

• Blackberries and elderberries begin ripening 

• Wild rice starts to ripen 

• Late summer flowers (monkey flower, joe-pye 
weed, boneset, jewelweed) begin blossoming 

• Male Northern Orioles start singing again 

• Perseids meteor showers – August 12 

«FIRST_NAME» «LAST_NAME» 
«STREET_ADDRESS» 
«CITY» «STATE»  «ZIP_CODE» 

Intriguing Owls  
Stan Tekiela 

Stan Tekiela is probably best known for his small-
sized field guides to the flora and fauna of individual 
states, including Wisconsin. In this book he gives an 
overview of the nineteen species of owls found in the 
United States, then covers in some detail the natural 
history of these owls as a group, with specific notes 
about many of the species. Tekiela is also a nature 
photographer and his photos are used throughout the 
book to illustrate the details given in the text. The 
book is nicely designed for both browsing and a full 
reading. 

$14.95 Adventure Publications, Inc. 

 

Birder’s Bookshelf 


