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NEXT MEETING: 

Date:   Monday, July 20, 2009 

Time:  7:00 p.m.  

Location: Medford Public Library   

Program:  Birding in Ecuador 
   Claire Romanak 

environment; he roasted and ground shade-grown 
coffee for his and Cam's consumption to help 
preserve habitat for birds in South America; he 
shared his photographs nationally to educate and awe 
people everywhere; he shared his knowledge of all 
natural things to inspire people to also care for the 
Earth; he participated in both paid and volunteer bird 
surveys to help monitor the status of our troubled bird 
populations; and he lived simply while protecting our 
natural resources at all times.  
 As an avid birder, fisherman, hiker, camper, and 
photographer, Greg's life evolved around the joy our 
natural world gives us. As a family man and friend, 
Greg was equally devoted and loyal. There was no 
task he would not assist with, no problem he wouldn't 
tackle, no moment he wouldn't interject his dry, and 
unending, sense of humor. He contributed many, 
many hours of computer work to Chequamegon Bird 
Club, as well as his participation in club activities. 
Greg leaves us with a remarkable legacy. It was my 
privilege to have known him, to have my life touched 
so profoundly, by a man I will never forget.  
     ~ Gayle Davis 

 On June 23, 2009, longtime CBC member Greg 
Scott passed quietly from us, leaving us with 
memories of laughter, learning, and many happy 
moments. Greg had devoted his life to the study of 
various aspects of our natural world, and he willingly 
shared his vast reservoir of knowledge on many 
topics. I used to tease Greg about the luxury of sitting 
around all day (or night) trying to get a photograph of 
some particular bird or mammal, knowing full well 
the end result of his efforts were often breathtaking, 
and that his photos showed me a world of wildlife I 
would never have experienced otherwise. He offered 
to let me “sit around” in a blind he had set up to 
capture the drumming of a Ruffed Grouse. I hauled 
myself out there at four o'clock in the morning, in the 
dark, planted myself in the blind, and for several 
hours my joints froze themselves into their bent 
positions while I waited in the cold and dark for the 
appearance of a grouse. I never teased Greg again. 
Well, not about that anyway. :)  
 Greg cared for our Earth in beautiful, quiet ways. 
He planted trees and shrubs to maintain a natural 

Greg Scott 

Meeting Ideas 

Club officers continue to 
provide interesting and  
informative programs. Coming up with new 
ideas and arranging for speakers is not an easy 
task. All members are encouraged to suggest 
programs or speakers, offer to give a 
presentation, find places that would make 
interesting field trips, or otherwise contribute to 
club programming. Likewise, written articles for 
the Chirps or ideas for articles are very much 
appreciated. 
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Wood Thrush 

 Late one evening about a week ago, when I went 
out to tend my game camera, I was treated to a choir 
of Wood Thrushes, with as many as four singing at 
the same time. It was well worth a few mosquito bites 
to stand there for awhile and enjoy the music. I had 
heard them singing regularly this past spring but had 
not heard one singing for some time, so this was a 
surprise. For several days after that evening, we 
heard their flute-like song on almost every walk 
through the woods. A few weeks earlier I had come 
upon a family of Wood Thrushes in the same area, 
with the newly fledged young calling rather 
raucously, demanding to be fed. If I was not already 
familiar with their song, I would not have imagined 
that their song could someday by the source of such 
pleasure.  
 Their song is one of the most beautiful in our 
woods. Descriptions include words such as ethereal, 
haunting, rich, liquid, enchanting, lyrical, bell-like, 
clear, mellow, powerful, serene, tranquil, golden,  ….  
 Like other birds Wood Thrushes have a syrinx 
(somewhat analogous to human vocal cords) that sits 
where the trachea divides into bronchi that go to each 
lung. Some birds, the thrushes included, can sing 
through both parts – the Wood Thrush can essentially 
sing a duet with itself. This may, in part, account for 
the song of one bird sometimes seeming to come 
from two birds. But beware, two Wood Thrushes 
very often sing back and forth to each other, 
countersinging, and they can sound almost like one 
bird. Each male has a repertoire of several different 
song patterns (as many as eighteen have been 
recorded for one bird), but they seldom repeat the 
same song twice in a row..  
 The song is usually written as ee-o-lay, ee-o-lay 
followed by a trilled flourish. It is unlikely to be 
mistaken for any other bird’s song, except perhaps 
the Hermit Thrush. However, even though I struggle 
to learn bird songs, I can usually distinguish these 
two with no problem, for the Hermit Thrush starts his 
song with a single whistle-like note, followed by 
song-like phrases that are usually higher pitched and 
less rich than those of the Wood Thrush.  
 We enjoy the Wood Thrush’s song from spring 
through much of the summer, before it heads home to 
Mexico and Central America to spend the winter. It 
returns here in April or May to raise its young. The 
female builds the nest, which is often rather low to 

the ground. It is similar to the nest of the American 
Robin. Frequently a piece of white birch bark, rag, or 
plastic is put on the bottom of the nest, perhaps to 
break up the nest’s outline and make it harder to see. 
There are usually three or four greenish-blue eggs. 
The young hatch in eleven to thirteen days and leave 
the nest after another twelve to fifteen days. Like 
other songbirds the young are altricial (featherless 
and helpless) at birth. 
 During and just before nesting season, Wood 
Thrushes eat mostly small invertebrates (flies, 
caterpillars, moths, snails, worms, etc.). After the 
young have dispersed, they switch to a diet that 
consists mostly of small fruits such as elderberry, 
blueberry, holly, cherry, virginia creeper, and others.  
 While the Wood Thrush song is a source of 
listening pleasure for us, for the singer it is a matter 
of establishing and maintaining territory, as well, 
perhaps, as pure enjoyment to be alive. 

 

Louis Agassiz Fuertes 
Cornell University Library 
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Bird Reports (May-June 2009) 

Checklist observers: Gayle Davis , Connie Decker , Dennis Larson ,  Ken Luepke , Cathy Mauer/Gordy Ruesch , 
 Doug and Willa Pledger , Claire Romanak ,  Greg and Cam Scott 
 

(Note: Only observers for rare or unusual sightings are included. 
Total Number of Species Observed this month is: 181. 
• Canada Goose, Trumpeter Swan (Romanak), Tundra Swan (Romanak (very late)), Wood Duck, Mallard, Blue-winged 

Teal , Northern Shoveler , Green-winged Teal , Redhead , Ring-necked Duck, Red-breasted Merganser, Ruddy Duck 
• Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Sharp-tailed Grouse (Romanak), Wild Turkey 
• Common Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, Red-necked Grebe (Romanak), Double-crested Cormorant, American Bittern, Least 

Bittern, Great Blue Heron, Green Heron 
• Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk 

(Davis / Scott), Broad-winged Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon (Luepke) 
• Virginia Rail, Sora, American Coot, Sandhill Crane, Whooping Crane (Luepke), Black-bellied Plover, Semipalmated 

Plover, Killdeer, Greater Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Solitary Sandpiper, Spotted Sandpiper, Upland Sandpiper, 
Semipalmated Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, White-rumped Sandpiper, Baird's Sandpiper, Pectoral Sandpiper, Dunlin, 
Short-billed Dowitcher, Wilson's Snipe, American Woodcock, Wilson's Phalarope 

• Ring-billed Gull, Black Tern 
• Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove 
• Black-billed Cuckoo 
• Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl 
• Common Nighthawk, Whip-poor-will, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher 
• Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, 

Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker 
• Olive-sided Flycatcher, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Alder Flycatcher, Least Flycatcher, Eastern 

Phoebe, Great Creasted Flycatcher, Eastern Kingbird 
• Yellow-throated Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Philadelphia Vireo (Davis), Red-eyed Vireo 
• Gray Jay (Romanak), Blue Jay, American Crow, Common Raven, Horned Lark 
• Purple Martin, Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Bank Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Barn Swallow 
• Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch 
• House Wren, Winter Wren, Sedge Wren, Marsh Wren 
• Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Davis/Mauer/Ruesch (late)), Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 
• Eastern Bluebird, Veery, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Swainson's Thrush, Hermit Thrush, Wood Thrush, American Robin 
• Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher, European Starling, Cedar Waxwing 
• Blue-winged Warbler, Golden-winged Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Orange-crowned Warbler (Davis (late )), Nashville 

Warbler, Northern Parula Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Magnolia Warbler, Black-throated Blue 
Warbler (Romanak), Yellow-rumped Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, Pine Warbler, Bay-
breasted Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Cerulean Warbler, Black and White Warbler, American Redstart, Ovenbird, 
Northern Waterthrush, Connecticut Warbler (Romanak), Mourning Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Wilson's Warbler, 
Canada Warbler 

• Scarlet Tanager, Eastern Towhee 
• Chipping Sparrow, Clay-colored Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Lark Sparrow (Romanak), Savannah Sparrow, 

Henslow's Sparrow (Romanak), Le Conte's Sparrow (Luepke / Decker / Romanak), Nelson's Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
(Romanak ), Song Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco (Davis ) 

• Northern Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, Dickcissel 
• Bobolink, Red-winged Blackbird, Eastern Meadowlark, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Brewer's Blackbird, Common Grackle, 

Brown-headed Cowbird, Northern Oriole 
• Purple Finch, House Finch, Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, Evening Grosbeak (Pledger), House Sparrow 
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Editor, Chequamegon Chirps 
N4416 Crane Dr. 
Medford WI  54451-9376 

Club Officers 2009-2010 

President – Claire Romanak 

Vice-president – Connie Decker 

Secretary – Hildegard Kuse 

Treasurer – Cam Scott 

Other Club Contacts 

Web site:   www.chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Email:   info@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Newsletter Email:   newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Bird sightings:  Connie Decker 

«NAME» 
«ADDRESS» 
«CITY_STATE_ZIP» 

July - August Outdoors 

• August 5 – Full (Sturgeon) Moon 

• Purple martins begin gathering 

• Joe-pye weed, boneset, and spotted 
jewelweed blossoming 

• Deer antler growth close to full size 

• Raspberries, blackberries and elderberries 
ripen 

• Deerflies – ugh! 

• Cicadas singing 

• Crows flocking 

The Armchair Birder: Discovering the Secret 
Lives of Familiar Birds by John Yow. 
Perusing bird-related books on Amazon.com is a 
dangerous thing for a lover of nature books and 
birds. This book recently caught my eye. It 
includes accounts of about forty species, written 
from the viewpoint of an amateur observer rather 
than a scientist. Many of our more common birds 
are covered, with interesting information and 
anecdotes about each species. Those of us who 
do most of our bird watching from home or 
nearby will be able to identify with many of his 
observations, including nest-building and 
incubation, feeding of young, and fledging. 

Published by The University of North Carolina 
Press (February 26, 2009) 

 

Birder’s Bookshelf 


