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NEXT MEETING: OTHER COMING EVENTS:

Date: Monday, December 17, 2007 i Christmas Bird Counts coming December
Time: 7:00 p.m. ' 14 't(;) January 5. See tentative schedule
- . inside.
Location: Medford Public Library : Heads-up: Great Backyard Bird Count is

400 N. Main St. February 15-18

Medford
Program: Winter Get-Together

See below - Club News ..... p. 2

Food: Everyone — please bring cookies, Winter Finches ..... p. 2

Bird Reports ..... p. 3
Keeping Warm ..... p.3

crackers, cheese, etc. to share i
' December - January Outdoors ..... p. 4

Beverages will be provided.

Birder's Bookshelf ..... p. 4
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Please bring your own cup or mug for beverage. |
e 5 12 Ty 1

3 Winter Get-Together ’%‘

% The December meeting will be a Winter Get-Together
with food, beverages, games, story sharing, anteatS
Auction.

In addition to bringing cookies, crackers, cheese, to
share, please bring an item (or items) to donatéhto
Silent Auction. Nature-related items are especially
appropriate. Other useful items in good conditimnaso /‘
fine. This will be a fund-raiser for the club. Lastar we ‘,/
did quite well and hope to repeat this year.

The evening will also include sharing bird stories : /.
bird feeding discussion, and a round or two of hirda or
bird bingo.
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The Chequamegon Bird Club has incorporated
and will now be know as the Chequamegon Bird
Club, LLC. Non-profit status is expected soon.
One benefit of gaining non-profit status will be
eligibility for grants.

In an effort to increase the club’s educational
and/or scientific efforts, the CBC is looking for
project ideas that will incorporate either one or
both of these aspects. Examples may be working
with school children, creating and installing
nature signing for trails, building a chimney swift
tower, or ??? ldeas from all members are needed.
No project is too big or too small to be
considered. Some projects could be funded with
the assistance of grants. Anyone who has project
ideas or is interested in helping to write grants
should let Gayle Davis know.

Club dues have been raised to $18.00. This
covers all members living at one mailing address.
Dues are payable in January.

This seems to be a good year for sightings of
winter finches, including redpolls and pine
grosbeaks. A poor seed crop in Canada often sends
them this way in greater numbers than is usualt Tha
seems to be the case this year, and pine grosbeaks
have been reported as far south as Ohio. Mountain-
ash, a major winter staple for pine grosbeaks,ahad
very poor crop in much of Ontario, as did the white
birch, yellow birch, and alder that redpolls utliz

Neither redpolls nor pine grosbeaks nest in
Wisconsin. The redpoll nests in northern Canada and
Alaska, and the pine grosbeak nests in Canada,
Alaska, and the Rocky Mountains. The pine grosbeak
is the largest of the northern finches and theokdp
one of the smallest.

Both pine grosbeaks and redpolls have intere:
adaptations for feeding/eating. Breeding pine
grosbeaks develop pouches in the floor of their
mouth to carry food to their young. Redpolls have
somewhat similar pouches halfway down their neck
that allow them to store seeds. Birch seeds are the
favored winter food. They store the seeds in the
pouch, then fly to a sheltered area to eat. Thgdi

Christmas Bird Counts
Tentative Dates:

0 Owen — December 15
Spencer — December 16
Gilman — December 22
Willard — December 30
Medford — January 5

o Clam Lake - ????

If you live in a count area, you can also
participate as a feeder watcher.

Contact Ken Luepke for more information
about the counts.

REMINDER — The CBC is still collecting
aluminum as a fund raiser. You may bring
aluminum cans and other aluminum to anv
meeting. e
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Female pine grosbeak eating winterberry.
Cathy Mauer photo

the amount of exposure to cold and to predators.

Pine grosbeaks are noted for being very tame
during winter migration. This and their beautiful
coloring make them great subjects for photography.
While the male’s rosy red makes him more showy,
the female is at least as beautiful, though in &mo
subtle way.
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Checklist observerfkhoda Barber , Gayle Davis , Connie Decker, Hildegand Loretta Kuse,
Ken Luepke , Doug and Willa Pledger , Cathy Mau@brdy Ruesch , Claire Romanak ,

Greg and Cam Scaott.
[Editor’s note: It would be great to see more participants!]

Total Number of Species Observed this month is: 103

Cackling Goose (Scott), Snow Goose, Canada Goost Svan, Tundra Swan, Wood Duck, Gadwall, American
Black Duck, Mallard, Northern Shoveler, Northermt@il, Green-winged Teal, Canvasback, Redhead,-Réuged
Duck, Greater Scaup, Lesser Scaup, Surf Scotepia)eBufflehead, Common Goldeneye,, Hooded Memyans

Red-breasted Merganser, Ruddy Duck

Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Wild Turkey

Common Loon, Pied-billed Grebe, Horned Grebe (Leg¢pRouble-crested Cormorant, American Bittern,abi&lue

Heron, Cattle Egret (Davis / Scott (late))

Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawdoger's Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged Hawk,

American Kestrel

American Coot, Sandhill Crane, Whooping Crane ([2e¢k.uepke), Black-bellied Plover, Killdeer, Great
Yellowlegs, Lesser Yellowlegs, Wilson's Snipe, Ainan Woodcock, Ring-billed Gull

Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove

Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl, Long-eared Owl (Luepk

Belted Kingfisher

Red-bellied Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied SapsuckesrtRnak (late)), Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker,

Northern Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker
Eastern Phoebe (Romanak (late)), Northern Shrike

Blue Jay, American Crow, Common Raven, Horned Lark

Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch,eAfinéasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper

Golden-crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Eastern Bluebird, Hermit Thrush, American Robin

European Starling, Bohemian Waxwing (Decker / LuepBcott), Cedar Waxwing

Yellow-rumped Warbler (Romanak (late))

American Tree Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Savannar®w, Fox Sparrow, Song Sparrow, White-throated

Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco

Lapland Longspur, Snow Bunting

Northern Cardinal, Red-winged Blackbird, Rusty Blaicd, Common Grackle
Pine Grosbeak (Decker / Mauer / Ruesch), PurplehriHouse Finch, Common Redpoll, Pine Siskin, Angari
Goldfinch, Evening Grosbeak (Davis / Mauer / RuesBhott), House Sparrow

You put another log on the fire, make a cup of
hot chocolate, and curl up on the couch wrapped
in your cuddly blanket. But how do birds survive
the cold? Here are some of their cold-beating
strategies:
- Fluff up feathers to trap more air
Tuck one leg at a time into the fluffed up
feathers
Eat lots of calorie-rich foods — seeds, fat
Store food in a special esophageal pouch to
allow digestion all night long
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Shiver to increase heat production

Lower the body temperature and metabolic
rate to decrease energy needs overnight
Use a heat exchanger in the legs and feet so
that warm blood heats up cold blood

Roost in a cozy place with friends
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Editor, Chequamegon Chirps =N
N4416 Crane Dr.
Medford WI 54451-9376

I
President — Gayle Davis
Vice-president — Connie Decker
Secretary — Hildegard Kuse
Treasurer — Bernice Gokey
Other Club Contacts
Web site:  www.sws-wis.com/cbc
Email: info@chequamegonbirdclub.org
Newsletter Email: newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org
Bird sightings: Connie Decker
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- Grouse eating buds and roosting in snow
- White-tailed bucks begin shedding antlers
- Black bear cubs are born
- December 22 — Winter solstice
- December 23 — Full moon
- December 25 — Christmas
Feeders, seed, binoculars, bird books all

make great gifts.

- January 2 — Perihelion (the day Earth is
closest to the sun)

- January 11 — Aldo Leopold birthday

Birdscaping in the Midwest: A Guide to
Gardening with Native Plants to Attract
Birds by Mariette Nowak

Nowak is also the author of an eight-page
publication,Beyond the Birdfeeder: Creating a Bird-
Friendly Yard with Native Wisconsin Plantkat |
have long recommended to those interested in birds
and/or native landscaping. Her book expands greatly
on the earlier publication and joins an ever insieg
array of ‘birdscaping’ books. Amazon lists six with
the term in the title and many more that deal with
how to landscape your yard with attracting birds.as
goal. This may be one of the best of these bodks. P
it focuses on the Midwest.

-CM
Published by Itchy Cat Press, 2007.



