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NEXT MEETING:   

Date:   Monday, April 19, 2010  

Time:  7:00 p.m.  

Location: Medford Public Library   
 400 N Main St 
 Medford 

Election of Officers 

Program:   Birding in Ecuador 
 Claire Romanak 

Refreshments: Sue Koffarnus, Annabelle Neitzel 

 Please bring your own mug for beverages. 

Claire Romanak recently 
returned from a birding 
adventure in South America. 
She will present a program 
featuring an overview of the 
birds, plants, and other 
creatures seen on a trip through 
the varied habitats of Southern 
Ecuador, from the beaches of 
the Pacific Ocean to the 
differing elevations of the 
Andes Mountains.  
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Relocating from Milwaukee, one of the pleasurable 
sightings is a rather large, black, white, red-capped 
bird. 

Seeing large claw-like feet hooked into the bark is 
almost like a still from a science-fiction movie. 

At times, the large beak taps into the white chunk of 
suet hanging near. 

It moves up and down and across to another tree. 
Tapping here and there, almost a Morse Code-type 
repetition. 

Taking to flight, it resembles the outline of the 
prehistoric birds of movies long ago. 

 The sound of rat-ta-tat brings me over to another 
area of the yard where, looking up, a little red flag, 
swiftly moving in and out of sight, draws me closer.  

A tree that has done its job for this lifetime, stripped 
of its once many extended limbs, standing with the 
grandeur that is left. 

East side reveals what is hidden. Concave openings, 
one holding the red flag, the sound emanating into 
the wind. 

There is revealed a sight never seen on the streets of a 
metropolitan area. The wide openings of a diligent 
insectivore. 
 

Who is Jean’s visitor? – See page 3 
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This is the annual report for the 6th year of the 
Chequamegon Bird Club Checklist Project. Nineteen 
club members submitted at least one report during the 
2009 CBC year (from the December meeting, 2008 – 
December meeting, 2009). The 2009 total of 247 
species was 13 less than the record number set in 
2008. Previous years’ totals, starting in 2004, were 
253 , 246 , 248 , 256 , and 260. Reports of unusual 
species were down for 2009. There were five species 
listed as rare (eight or fewer records) according to 
Wisconsin Society for Ornithology (WSO) protocol.  
They were Cackling Goose (Luepke), Western Grebe  
(Decker, Luepke, Mauer, Ruesch), Parasitic Jaeger 
(Ruhde), Black-backed Woodpecker (Decker, 
Luepke), and Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
(Romanak). In addition, there were three species 
listed as casual (one record every three to five years) 
by WSO. They were Brant in Marathon Co. 
(Luepke), Black-necked Stilt at Horicon Marsh 
(Romanak), and Long-tailed Jaeger in Douglas Co. 
(Ruhde). There was also one species not yet on the 
WSO list, that is the Whooping Crane (Decker, 
Luepke, Ruhde, Scott). 

Some of the other highlights were twenty-eight 
species of warblers (including Black-throated Blue, 
Cerulean, and Connecticut), twenty-one species in 
the sparrow family (including Lark, Henslow’s, 
LeConte’s and Nelson’s Sharp-tailed) and twenty-
eight species of waterfowl (including twenty one 
ducks). Hawk numbers were normal at fourteen 
species and shorebirds were at twenty-five species 
(including Black-necked Stilt, Marbled Godwit, and 
Red-necked Phalarope). Herons were somewhat 
above normal at five species, and there were ten 
species in the blackbird family. Groups with low 

numbers included the gulls with only three species 
and the owls with only five species. Screech-Owls 
were missed for the first time, and Long-eared Owls 
were missed for the second consecutive year. Other 
normally reported species that were missed were 
Mute Swan, Common Tern, Willow Flycatcher, and 
Orchard Oriole. 

Again we urge any members not participating in the 
checklist reports to consider doing so. The only 
requirements are that the birds were seen in 
Wisconsin and were seen by a club member. 
Second hand reports are not acceptable. 

Remember, the time frame for reporting birds is from 
one meeting to the next. For example, February 
checklist would cover from the day after the January 
meeting to the February meeting. If you are unable to 
turn in your list at the monthly meeting, please 
forward it to Connie Decker (address and email are 
on each checklist or in the club website). 

We welcome Cam Scott to our committee. Due to the 
untimely loss of her husband Greg, she has 
graciously accepted his position. After his years of 
dedication and expertise to the club and to this 
committee, Greg is greatly missed. 

p.s. We miss his sense of humor … never to be 
forgotten. 

Have a great birding year! 

The Checklist Committee  

Ken Luepke, Connie Decker, Cam Scott 

Black-necked Stilt 
Cathy Mauer photo 

Lark Sparrow 
Cathy Mauer photo 
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Checklist observers: Rhoda Barber, Gayle Davis, Connie Decker, Hildegard and Loretta Kuse,Ken Luepke, Cathy Mauer, 
Gordy Ruesch, Doug and Willa Pledger, Claire Romanak, Larry Ruhde, Cam Scott, and Jon Zellmer 
 
Total Number of Species Observed this month is: 69  
·  Canada Goose, Trumpeter Swan (Decker/Luepke/Zellmer), Mallard, Northern Shoveler, Canvasback, Redhead, Greater 

Scaup (Ruhde), Harlequin Duck * (Ruhde), Long-tailed Duck (Ruhde), Bufflehead, Common Goldeneye, Hooded 
Merganser, Common Merganser 

·  Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Greater Prairie-Chicken (Decker/Luepke/Zellmer), Wild Turkey 
·  Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Northern Goshawk (Scott), Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-

legged Hawk, American Kestrel 
·  American Coot, Sandhill Crane, Killdeer, American Woodcock 
·  Ring-billed Gull, Herring Gull, Glaucous Gull (Ruhde), Great Black-backed Gull (Ruhde) 
·  Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove 
·  Eastern Screech-Owl (Luepke), Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl 
·  Belted Kingfisher, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Pileated 

Woodpecker 
·  Northern Shrike, Blue Jay, American Crow, Common Raven 
·  Horned Lark, Black-capped Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse (Decker/Luepke/Zellmer), Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted 

Nuthatch, Carolina *Wren, (Ruhde) 
·  Eastern Bluebird, American Robin, European Starling, Cedar Waxwing 
·  American Tree Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Snow Bunting, Northern Cardinal 
·  Red-winged Blackbird, Common Grackle 
·  Purple Finch, House Finch, Pine Siskin (Mauer/Ruesch/Romanak/Ruhde), American Goldfinch, House Sparrow  

*���+��������� �

If you have a bird 
poem or story you 
would like to share in 
the Chirps, please 
contact Cathy. 

The Pileated Woodpecker was busy looking for food. 

Jean Wimmer photos 
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Editor, Chequamegon Chirps  
N4416 Crane Dr 
Medford WI  54451-9376 
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President – Claire Romanak 

Vice-president – Connie Decker 

Secretary – Hildegard Kuse 

Treasurer – Cam Scott 

Other Club Contacts 

Web site:   www.chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Email:   info@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Newsletter Email:   newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Bird sightings:  Connie Decker 
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·  Earth Day – April 22 

·  Full (Pink) moon – April 28 

·  Rabbits are born 

·  Spring flowers blossoming 

·  Mallards nesting 

·  Snakes out and about 

·  Toads begin singing 

·  Purple Martins arrive 

·  Serviceberry blooms 

·  Goslings hatch 

·  Warblers  

·  Tree frogs begin calling 

·  Hummingbirds arrive  

«FIRST_NAME» «LAST_NAME» 
«STREET_ADDRESS» 
«CITY» «STATE»  «ZIP_CODE» 

Jim Woodford, Wisconsin DNR Conservation 
Biologist from Rhinelander, gave an excellent forest 
raptor presentation at the recent Northcentral 
Wisconsin Land Stewardship Conference. Among the 
websites he recommended are two that are part of the 
Wisconsin Aquatic and Terrestrial Resources 
Website, http://wiatri.net/indexIE.htm  

One site is an on-line guide to forest raptors at 
http://wiatri.net/inventory/raptors/ 

The other is a link to the Western Great Lakes Owl 
Surveys webpage: 
http://wiatri.net/projects/birdroutes/owls.htm 

The ATRI site itself has lots of interesting 
information and links but is a bit hard to navigate. 
Check out the links to various other inventories at 
http://wiatri.net/inventory/ and the Interactive 
Mapping link. 
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