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NEXT MEETING: 

Date:   Monday, April 21, 2008  

Time:  7:00 p.m.   

Location: Medford Public Library   
 400 N. Main St. 
  Medford 

Program:  Living Life for a Greener Tomorrow  
  Kelly Warren of the Commission for a 

Greener Tomorrow 

Election: Election of Officers for 2008-2009 

  

OTHER COMING EVENTS: 
·  April 22, Earth Day 
·  April 18-20 Prairie Chicken Festival – Buena 

Vista, Mead, Sandhill, Necedah & other venues 
For more information, check this website 
goldensandsrcd.org/pcfest or call Golden Sands 
RC&D at 715-343-6215 

INSIDE 
 BGBY ….. p.2 
 Bird Reports ….. p. 3 
 January - February Outdoors ….. p. 4 
 Birder’s Web ….. p. 4  
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This month’s program is about living life for a greener tomorrow. What does that mean? What does it have 
to do with birds? 

Kelly Warren, from the Commission for a Greener Tomorrow, will be the speaker at the April program. 
The Commission is leading an effort to create a sustainable community in the Greater Wausau area. The 
term “sustainable” has been used to describe agricultural systems that enable the production of food 
indefinitely, without damaging the total ecosystem. In recent years the term has taken on a broader meaning 
and encompasses social and economic sustainability as well as being applied to non-agricultural senses. A 
“greener tomorrow” is one way of describing the hoped for outcome of living sustainably. According to the 
Commission for a Greener Tomorrow website, “A sustainable community respects its own diversity and 
accepts responsibility for the social, economic and ecological well-being of the present and future 
generations through individual and collective actions”. 

And the birds? One of the negative outcomes of many generations not having lived sustainably is global 
warming or climate change. Most organisms on earth, including birds, are being or will be affected. A 
report issued by the World Wildlife Fund in 2006 states that “altered temperature, precipitation and 
moisture, a generally more variable climate, and more extreme weather are hallmarks of climate change that 
directly affect birds.” Among many examples are disruptions in the coordination of natural events such as 
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one person can do little. However, one person 
plus one person plus one person soon adds up. 
Not only can each of us take individual actions to 
lessen our negative impacts on the earth and to 
have a positive effect, we can encourage our 
businesses and government officials to do the 
same. By joining with others we can further 
increase our power to create a sustainable world.  

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, 
it is the only thing that ever has.”   
   - Margaret Mead 

see a good bird.”  

Participants can register on the BGBY 
(pronounced Bigby) website: 
www.sparroworks.ca/bigby.html.  The site also 
includes links to forms where participants can 
enter their data.  

An associated idea is to take a Bird Day 
Challenge, during which you record all the birds 

bird migration and breeding and the availability 
of their food supply. Populations of insects that 
birds depend on for feeding their young may 
peak before, or after, the young birds need the 
food. Insect populations are likely to respond to 
temperature changes more quickly than birds, 
throwing off the relationship between bird 
populations and insect populations.  

It is usually not just one issue that birds are 
facing, but multiple issues that compound the 
negative impact on birds. For example, in 
addition to the effect on food supplies, higher 
temperatures may cause decreased viability of 
eggs and add stress to both young and adult 
birds. 

Climate change and other issues facing us may 
seem like overwhelming problems about which 

��		�	����������� (cont.) 

The Commission for a Greener Tomorrow  
website:
 www.gogreencentralwisconsin.com 
World Wildlife Fund website on climate change 
and birds: 
www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/climate
_change/problems/impacts/species/cc_and_bird
s/index.cfm 
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BGBY promotes carbon-neutral, “green” 
birding. Birders keep track of birds they see by 
walking, bicycling, or canoeing (or other self-
propelled transportation) from their home or 
place of work or by using public transportation, 
including buses and trains but not airplanes. 
Sightings gathered if you drove to your starting 
point, such as by canoe if you drove to the river, 
should not be included.  

This is a great idea for those who “have ever felt 
even a tiny bit guilty about driving or flying to 

Pennsylvania Game 
Commission Photo 

Jake Dingel 
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Checklist observers: Gayle Davis , Connie Decker , Dennis Larson , Ken Luepke , Cathy Mauer ,  
Gordy Ruesch , Doug and Willa Pledger , Claire Romanak , Larry Ruhde , Greg a nd Cam Scott 
 
Total Number of Species Observed this month is: 56 
 

·  Canada Goose, American Black Duck (Decker), Mallard, Common Merganser 
·  Ring-necked Pheasant, Ruffed Grouse, Greater Prairie-Chicken (Luepke /Decker), Wild Turkey 
·  Bald Eagle, Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Cooper's Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Rough-legged 

Hawk, Golden Eagle (Scott), American Kestrel 
·  Sandhill Crane, Killdeer, Rock Pigeon, Mourning Dove, 
·  Eastern Screech-Owl (Decker / Luepke), Great Horned Owl, Barred Owl 
·  Red-headed Woodpecker (Decker), Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, 

Northern Flicker (Luepke), Pileated Woodpecker 
·  Northern Shrike, Blue Jay, American Crow, Common Raven, Horned Lark 
·  Black-capped Chickadee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper (Pledger) 
·  Eastern Bluebird (Decker / Luepke), American Robin 
·  European Starling 
·  Bohemian Waxwing (Decker / Luepke), Cedar Waxwing 
·  American Tree Sparrow, Dark-eyed Junco, Snow Bunting, Northern Cardinal 
·  Red-winged Blackbird, Common Grackle 
·  Pine Grosbeak, Purple Finch (Mauer / Ruesch), House Finch, Common Redpoll, American Goldfinch, 

Evening Grosbeak (multiple observers), House Sparrow 

 

seen in one day, also by using self-propelled 
transportation, just sitting in your yard, or by using 
public transportation. The Bird Day Challenge also 
allows carpooling. Prizes will be awarded in 
several categories such as most birds seen, most 
fuel efficient carpooling, most unusual bird, most 
money raised, etc. Details are available on the Bird 
Day Challenge website: 
birdyear.com/Protect%20Birds/FFF_big_days.html
. 

Both projects encourage the inclusion of 
fundraising for conservation in the birding efforts. 
One idea for fundraising is to collect pledges for 
each bird seen.  

According to Greg Scott, “anyone at any skill and 
activity level can participate and for people who 
commonly take notes on nature events, this is kind 
of a fun activity that fits in to their record taking.” 

����� (cont.)�
	

If you take part of either of these programs, please let the 
Chirps editor know. This would make a good future article. 
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Editor, Chequamegon Chirps  
N4416 Crane Dr. 
Medford WI  54451-9376 

 !"#�$��
%	�
�&''()&''*�

President – Gayle Davis 

Vice-president – Connie Decker 

Secretary – Hildegard Kuse 

Treasurer – Bernice Gokey 

Other Club Contacts 

Web site:   www.chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Email:   info@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Newsletter Email:   newsletter@chequamegonbirdclub.org 

Bird sightings:  Connie Decker 
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Bird Cams 

Excel Energy sponsors five Bird Cams located at 
several sites throughout the United States. The Bird 
Cams monitor peregrine falcon, osprey, eagle, owl, 
and kestrel nests. To view the nests on-line, log on to 
birdcam.xcelenergy.com and click on Bird Cam. In 
addition to live video streaming, stills of the birds at 
various stages are available. 

WE Energies also has Bird Cams available through 
their website: 
www.we-energies.com/environmental/peregrine_falc
ons.htm 

For links to some other Bird Cam sites, check this 
website www.abirdsworld.com/html/birdcam.html 

Thanks to Jim Bragg for the idea and the Xcel site 
information. 
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·  Full moon – April 20 

·  Earth Day – April 22 

·  Black bears leave dens 

·  Spring ephemeral wildflowers begin 
blooming 

·  Cottontail rabbit young being born 

·  Deer begin growing antlers 

·  Mallards begin nesting 

·  Warblers, thrushes, and other birds arrive 

·  Dawn Chorus Day – Sunday, May 4 

«NAME» 
«ADDRESS» 
«CITY_STATE_ZIP» 


